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SALUTING PFIZER AND ITS
EMPLOYEES

HON. JOE COURTNEY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 10, 2007

Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to salute the charitable donations of
Pfizer and its employees.

A corporate leader in southeastern Con-
necticut, Pfizer's world research and develop-
ment headquarters is located in my congres-
sional district in Groton, Connecticut. In the
August 23 edition of the Chronicle of Philan-
thropy, Pfizer was recognized as the largest
corporate charitable donor in the United
States. The Chronicle’s study, which encom-
passed 150 of the largest U.S. businesses
outlined in Fortune magazine, examined the
amount of cash and product donations during
the past 3 fiscal years.

During this period, Pfizer and its employees
donated more than $1.7 billion, with pharma-
ceutical products composing nearly 95 percent
of the total. In 2006, Pfizer donated nearly
$800 million to charities abroad, an increase
of 92 percent from the previous year. These
donations have greatly contributed to emer-
gency and long-term health needs in devel-
oping nations.

Corporate citizenship and philanthropy have
filled a significant role in assisting needy
groups in our society. As a highly educated,
compassionate group of people who are de-
voted to finding cures for disease and ail-
ments, it is not surprising that Pfizer's employ-
ees are leading the way nationally in support
of charitable causes.

As philanthropy becomes an increasingly in-
tegral component of business practices, we
must recognize the importance of corporate
charitable endeavors and the positive impacts
on local, national, and international commu-
nities. | ask my colleagues to join with me in
recognizing Pfizer's charitable contributions
that have supported health and social objec-
tives domestically and abroad.

THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF SIR JOHN
COMPTON TO SOCIETY WILL BE
REMEMBERED LONG AFTER HIS
DEATH

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 10, 2007

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to introduce an article and an editorial written
in the New York CARIB News on September
18, 2007 entitled, “A Legend is Gone” and
“The Last of the Region’s Charismatic Lead-
ers,” respectively.

These reports highlight the accomplish-
ments of Sir John Compton, St. Lucia’s Prime
Minister who died on September 7th, 2007. As
a man of greatness he will be missed but
even more as a key Caribbean leader.

He started his career, as an independent
leader, as Member for Social Affairs on the
Executive Council, post he acquired after win-
ning the 2nd election under Adult Suffrage in
St. Lucia, in fact, until 1997, he carried the
distinction of being the youngest member of
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the country’s parliament. He quickly advances
in government and formed the National Labour
Movement which eventually became the
United Workers Party. Under the leadership of
the party he was appointed Chief Minister and,
when St. Lucia gains statehood in Britain, he
became Premier. Almost a decade later, once
independence from Britain is achieved, he was
appointed Saint Lucia’s first Prime Minister,
where he continues to contribute to the forma-
tion of the country working actively in the gov-
ernment until he fell ill on April 2007.

He was a man of great conviction and aspi-
rations; his dedication to politics is an example
to all leaders. It is a shame he will not be here
with us to continue to teach us but his legend
will prevail for generations to come.

A LEGEND IS GONE

If St. Lucia’s twin tower Pitons Mountains
could visibly react, they would whisper tears
of joy, echoing the speechless humming of
the sulphur springs. Deploying time and
eternity to celebrate both a son stolen by
death, and a man honored in life, these ma-
jestic hills would display the sheer relent-
lessness and untiring work ethic that Sir
John personified.

Placed on high alert, the earth endeared by
the greenery carpeting the land, would not
hesitate to volunteer the service of rainbow
colored thunderclouds. Even these pregnant
clouds would be expected to carry signs of
groaning patriotism, lavaed by a drive in-
volcano of tribute. A tribute, no doubt that
Soufriere’s Botanical gardens would give Sir
John in the form of scented salutes. Salutes
equal to the appropriate sacrifices and un-
conventional risks he pursued, which were at
home with the collective interests of his peo-
ple.

Although I was born in Antigua and Bar-
buda, the passing of Sir John particularly
touches me, and my sentiments stand re-
vealed for what they are. Besides the fact
that my parental lineage is St. Lucian, the
many personal interactions I shared with
him, and the intense professional relations
we had, sponsored insights into the ele-
phantine authenticity of the man.

Since closure brings disclosure, Sir John’s
death, has not found us feeling that he has
died. Through the tranquil gaze of nourning,
we see more clearly, how he spun webs of so-
cial values and private life into unforget-
table last rites of unmatched public service.
This man has left us a stubborn legacy that
nurtures the courage to live.

SOCIAL VALUES

Loved by friends and embraced by oppo-
nents, Sir John knew the distinction be-
tween those with whom he had a very dif-
ferent vision of country, and those for whom
he was called to serve. But in either case, he
never compromised the exemplary leadership
of caring for all equally. To Mr. Compton,
freedom spelt justice for the poor without
eliminating an equal place for the privileged;
honor was meant to be faithful to one’s val-
ues; service was defined by how much it lift-
ed the most unfortunate to real life experi-
ences of decency; and peace was only a posi-
tive good if every child were given the oppor-
tunity to go to school. Sir John rested calm-
ly, when the wealth of the nation’s re-
sources, surrendered to every parent’s desire
to support their children’s dreams.

PRIVATE LIFE

I do not want to evaporate his humanity.
It was filled with the antagonisms of great-
ness and failures. Yet, Sir John will be re-
membered as a loving grandfather, a caring
father, and a special son who made his par-
ents proud. To Lady Jane, he will forever re-
main, the lover who rang the bell of roman-
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tic love within the steeple of her soul. Those
who knew him personally remarked that he
had the gift of mixing private life with pub-
lic service. Sir John turned random acts of
unparalleled service into a national hero’s
legacy without straying from the range of
the common touch. It could be said that he
did meaningful and ‘small things with great
love’ (Mother Teresa),

The Right Honorable Sir John George Mel-
vin Compton was a statesman of an extraor-
dinary texture; incubator of his people’s
hopes, light bearer of regional cooperation, a
firebrand politician with integrity oozing
forth from his breathing. He gave supremely
of himself with abundance, to every village,
town and corner of St. Lucia, and the Carib-
bean at large.

LAST RITES

Sir John could have stayed in retirement
from active politics, but he chose to return
as ‘Papa’ to help the hand that needed assist-
ance. And what a dangerously powerful cam-
paign he showcased—a public good that
should be valued for what is really was—a
leader’s last rites of passage between the cra-
dle and the coffin. Mr. Compton brought his
party from the wilderness to the pride of his
people’s confidence. Some said that he
should have known the limits of his health
and age, but given his personality and char-
acter, there were no limits and certainly no
human boundaries that would have kept Sir
John away from the love of his life—serving
his people selflessly.

STUBBORN LEGACY

The range and scope of his life should not
be reduced to ‘a do it alone phenomenon.’ Sir
John’s team of leaders, led by Honorable
Acting Prime Minister Stephenson King and
Honorable Deputy Political Leader Lenard
Spider Montoute is just as passionate about
good governance as he was. Despite an un-
even beginning, the team embodies his vision
for the betterment of all St. Lucians in much
the same way as Sir John did. The UWP gov-
ernment must competently demonstrate to
the world, that Sir John shaped the party
leaders, as the party leaders sharpened their
deceased leader. It is this mutually inter-
mixing of leadership intelligence that St.
Lucians is heir to.

For many of us, Sir John’s death will jolt
us into deeper civic consciousness blazing in
the glory of a wider communal responsi-
bility. His words should continue to chal-
lenge us, as his deeds inspire us, not so much
to itemize what he did do well or could have
done better, but to follow the direction he
pointed out, and the path he dared us to
journey with him.

St. Lucia is better off for having granted
Sir John the honor of several seasons of
prosperous leadership, and the Caribbean re-
gion would have been worst off, without his
strength of character and humble service.
His trail of stunting accomplishments and
gallant deeds is to be memorialized for
countless generations to come. If Rosa Parks
were to have been with us, and had the privi-
lege of knowing Sir John, she might have
said of him, ‘there goes a man who lived his
life as a model for others.’

COURAGE TO LIVE

Healing moments of sadness often leaves
room for wisdom seen through the prism of
serene acceptance. May Sir John’s ancestral
spirit haunt us until we measure up to the
ideals he courageously wanted to attain in
his lifetime. When we mirror Sir John in our
daily lives, we automatically inherit the
courage to live in the wisdom he practiced.

Sir John meant one thing to me, a symbol
of unity communicating a sterling message:
the affairs of a nation, a people and a region,
must be given priority at all times, and in
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every possible way conceivable. Should the
government and the people of St. Liucia, take
one slice of memory from Sir John’s closet of
great achievements, they would make St.
Lucia a model Caribbean nation, where
intergenerational prosperity and quality of
life development, orders the day. Aung San
Suu Kyi is right, ‘‘the spirit of a man can
transcend the flaws of his own nature.”

Dr. Isaac Newton-International Leadership
and Change Management Consultant and Po-
litical Adviser. He specializes in Government
and Business Relations, and Sustainable De-
velopment Projects. Dr. Newton works ex-
tensively, in West Africa, the Caribbean and
Latin America and is a graduate of Harvard,
Princeton and Columbia. He has published
several books on personal development.

THE LAST OF THE REGION’S CHARISMATIC
LEADERS

It was a time most people in the Caribbean
abhor.

The British Empire stretched from India,
Ceylon, Fiji, Malaya to Singapore, Southern
Rhodesia, the Gold Coast, Nigeria and Kenya
to Trinidad and Tobago, Antigua, the Baha-
mas, Jamaica, British Guiana, Barbados, St.
Lucia and the islands in between. England
ruled over almost every aspect of life, from
the cradle to the grave, usually with a heavy
hand.

Poverty was everywhere and the white mi-
nority population ran the affairs of the is-
lands with little regard for the role of the
Black majority. Although lynching wasn’t a
part of the Caribbean picture, Blacks faced
an unresponsive social and economic system
that stifled creativity. The trade union
movement was in its infancy; schools were
few and far between; and health care was so
inadequate that the Caribbean’s life expect-
ancy rate was less than 50 years, at least
years shorter than it is today.

That was the world, more specifically the
Caribbean into which John George Melvin
Compton was born in 1926 in Canouan, a
sparsely populated place in the Eastern Car-
ibbean country that is now known at the
United Nations and around the world as St.
Vincent & the Grenadines in 1926. But by the
time the man who rose to become one of the
longest serving Prime Ministers in the
English-speaking Caribbean died last week-
end after a lengthy illness, the area in gen-
eral and St. Lucia in particular had emerged
as a viable sub-region in the Western Hemi-
sphere with an enviable record of human de-
velopment.

This archipelago of mostly sovereign
states within the Commonwealth of Nations,
at the UN and its network of specialized
agencies, the World Trade Organization and
the Organization of American States had
demonstrated that they may be small in ge-
ography and population and economic size
but they were large in intellect and accom-
plishment, countries to be reckoned with.

Sir John Compton, 81, on his death in his
“beloved’” St. Lucia contributed immensely
to Caribbean development and was in the pi-
lot’s seat when St. Lucia took off and be-
came the place that the United Nations
ranked as 76th out of 177 states on its Index
of human development.

Interestingly, St. Lucia was 12th out of 103
developing countries when it came to meas-
uring human and income poverty, quite an
accomplishment.

Sir John, often called the ‘‘father of St.
Lucia” for his pioneering work in leading the
fight against the oppressive nature of British
colonialism, the racism that had an impact
on almost every aspect of life in his adopted
country and against the roadblocks erected
to block self-determination was the man
with the vision that led to the island’s inde-
pendence from Britain.
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This staunch and unrepentant anti-colo-
nialist was at the forefront of the struggle
for respect for the masses of Black St.
Lucians, dating back to the 1950’s. He used
his skill and training as a lawyer and as an
economist to chart a course that culminated
in his island’s record of success as the center
of the Organization of Eastern Caribbean
States, OECS.

Sir John who had moved to St. Lucia as a
child, and had entered the legislature in
Castries in 1954 at the young age of 24 as an
elected independent member served as a cab-
inet minister for several years after the in-
troduction of the ministerial system of gov-
ernment in the 1950’s. And when his United
Workers Party won a landmark victory at
the polls in 1964, he became the head of gov-
ernment or Chief Minister as it was called.

This visionary kept his eyes on the prize
for both St. Lucia and the rest of the Carib-
bean. After Barbados and its eastern Carib-
bean neighbors couldn’t agree on the forma-
tion of the ‘“Little Eight Federation’ that
was being fashioned to replace the defunct
West Indies Federation and Barbados moved
onto independence, Sir John and many of his
counterparts in the Windward and Leeward
chain of islands articulated the need for ad-
vanced constitutional status labeled Associ-
ated States or States in Association with
Britain. It was a step towards the sov-
ereignty, which eventually came in 1979
when the island was granted independence
from Britain with Sir John as its first Prime
Minister.

It wasn’t long before the electorate decided
to change governments, turning out his
United Workers Party in favor of the St.
Lucia Labor Party. But when the Labor gov-
ernment imploded after a prolonged period of
public squabbling over who should be Prime
Minister, in 1982 St. Lucians turned to the
man with whom they had developed a bond
based on trust.

He returned to the Prime Minister’s office
and remained at the helm until 1996 when he
stepped down and left politics.

The people turned to him once again last
year when they became disillusioned with
the Labor Party government of Dr. Kenny
Anthony in 2006, seeing Sir John as the per-
son who could rescue them from high unem-
ployment, rising crime and uncertainty
about where the country was heading.

This stalwart came out of political retire-
ment to take the SLP into the election and
in the process shocked the region with a vic-
tory but even at age 80. St. Lucians felt he
was the person most capable of taking
charge.

He tried to put the issue of his age and fit-
ness for high public office in proper perspec-
tive when he told the electorate after his
stunning victory ‘‘age is not a factor here. I
am not here running for the Olympics. Age is
really a state of mind. I am giving my expe-
rience and my intelligence that God gave to
me’’ to the nation.

Unfortunately, his health didn’t allow him
to fulfill his promise of serving out his term
as Prime Minister. Of the many stars in his
political constellation one of the brightest
was his championing of the regional cause.
He was among such towering regional polit-
ical leaders as Vere Bird, Prime Minister of
Antigua, Forbes Burnham, President of Guy-
ana, Michael Manley, Prime Minister of Ja-
maica and Errol Barrow of Barbados, who
saw regional integration as the way forward
for the small islands.

When he was admitted to the Order of the
Caribbean Community in 2002, Caricom’s
highest honor, Sir John was acclaimed as
“‘the liberator of his nation.”

The OCC citation also paid tribute to his
success in modernizing St. Lucia’s utilities,
reforming the social landscape and dramati-
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cally improving conditions in the urban and
rural communities of his country.

That’s how the Caribbean and this news-
paper will remember him.

‘““He gave us all and up to his death was
giving to St. Lucia and to the Caribbean,”
said Sonia Leonce-Carryl, a former top St.
Lucian diplomat at the United Nations for
more than a decade.

That’s a fitting epitaph, which can be in-
scribed in our consciousness as we mourn his
passing and the Caribbean’s great loss.

——

EULOGY FOR EDWARD J.
MAHONEY

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 10, 2007

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, Friday Sep-
tember 28, 2007, was a sad day for south Buf-
falo, where we lost one of our proudest
sons—former Erie County Elections Commis-
sioner Edward J. Mahoney. A political and
personal contemporary of my father and so
many of our friends, Ed Mahoney personified
south Buffalo, and personified all that is hon-
est and good about public service. Ed taught
many of us many life lessons, and | was proud
to call him my friend.

Ed’s family honored me by asking that | de-
liver a eulogy at his funeral mass, which | did
proudly on October 3, 2007. Below is the eu-
logy that | delivered that day. Although mere
words cannot truly express the man that Ed
Mahoney was to all of us, it is my hope that
they can serve as a lasting tribute to Ed’s life,
his family, his public service and to the great
impact his service had on our community and
our region as a whole.

EULOGY FOR EDWARD J. MAHONEY

Good Morning. On behalf of Barbara
Mahoney, and Eddie’s children Debbie, Mary
Jo, Kevin, Eileen and Christopher and Rob-
ert, thank you all for your extraordinary
friendship and generosity over the past sev-
eral days.

In times of grief and sorrow, you again re-
mind the Mahoney family and all of us that
we are a community; a family that supports
and loves one other in the most difficult of
times.

I really shouldn’t be here delivering this
eulogy. So many others are more worthy
than I. Dennis Dargavel, who shared a most
special bond of friendship with Eddie, and
Michael Millitello, who remains one of Ed-
die’s closest and dearest friends, are two
most worthy candidates. I am honored to
have been asked, and am humbled by the
charge that I have been given.

To Father Greg Dobson, Eddie’s loving
nephew and devoted priest, thank you for
leading us this morning in this celebration of
Eddie’s life. Your beautiful words of intro-
spection provide context to the meaning of
his life and through scripture his new and ev-
erlasting life.

Thank you Monsignor Bill Gallagher for
welcoming all of us and making us feel at
home here at St. John Vianney Church, oth-
erwise known as the southtowns campus of
St. Teresa’s parish. This is a beautiful and
welcoming place of worship, and our hearts
are here with you today, as is our hope.

I am convinced that Ed Mahoney would
have loved St. John Vianney—because John
Vianney was a wonderworker who was loved
by the crowds, but who maintained a child-
like simplicity. We all know that St. John
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